Who Was the First American?

Look around the room at the students sitting in your classroom. You

= are all Americans. What do you all have common that defines what it
means to be an American? How would you describe an American, and
has this reputation changed over time? During the birth of our nation

there were many important men and women that made valuable contributions, but one man has
been described as the “First American.” This man is Benjamin Franklin. What is it about Franklin
that makes him stand out and does he deserve the title of “First American”? As Digital Natives
and members of the Net-Generation, create a dynamic, multi-dimensional and “out-of-the box”
presentation to get to the bottom of why Benjamin Franklin deserves (or does not deserve) this
title. Create an online exhibit or hyperlinked presentation that depicts Benjamin Franklin’s life,
his impact on our country, and whether or not he deserves his title. Presentations will be on
exhibit in the school library and will become a part of the collection of digital resources.
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